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          November 15, 2010 
 
 
To the Veterans Upward Bound Participants, 
 
Veterans Day provides me an opportunity to single out the participants of one of the most important 
programs of our country. Veterans Upward Bound (VUB) provides individuals who have sacrificed 
plenty to serve us an opportunity for realize a dream that they help civilians protect – a college 
education. VUB, one of the 7 federally funded TRIO programs, is a free U.S. Department of 
Education TRIO program designed to help eligible U.S. military veterans enter and succeed in the 
postsecondary school of their choosing.  
 
Recently on a flight to Boston I had a chance to sit next to a military serviceman who was on short 
leave. He spoke excitedly about seeing his family, but also of one day returning to college to get an 
education he sought before going into the army. I was happy to talk to him about our lives, but also 
about a program that would be there for him when he was ready – Veterans Upward Bound. 
Luckily, in Massachusetts there are two programs --- one at UMASS Boston and the other at 
Suffolk University. I have had the pleasure of meeting some of the excellent staff of both programs, 
mostly veterans themselves.   
 
VUB is a demonstration of the countries commitment to those who have enlisted for the ultimate 
sacrifice. My hope is that soon there will be area programs for service personnel flying home to 
Portland, Maine; Providence, RI; Manchester, NH; Burlington, VT; and Connecticut. The need 
exists for a program in every state in New England and the country.  
 
Until then, for those currently in the VUB programs, keep working hard on your term papers, filling 
out those financial aid forms with your counselors, engaging in those tutoring sessions, and 
attending your classes and workshops. We appreciate the commitment you have made and we salute 
you on Veterans Day.      
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
Reggie Jean 
President 
New England Educational Opportunity Association    
 
 


